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1. Change in the Minimal Value. Effective January 1, 2023, the General Services 
Administration published a notice which increased the “minimal value” for purposes 
of accepting gifts from foreign governments under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations 
Act from $415 to $480.  The notice is posted at: 

Federal Register: Revision to Foreign Gift Minimal Value  (see attached) 

FMR Bulletin B-50 is posted at: 

Foreign Gifts | GSA  (see attached) 

2. Determining Reasonable Costs Under JER 3-211(a)(7).   The “reasonable 
attendance fee” for DoD employees to attend a conference where DoD personnel will 
be speaking, as outlined in JER 3-211(a)(7), has been updated.  Consistent with past 
practice, the reasonable attendance fee is adjusted every three years by the same 
percentage increase or decrease in the “minimal value” amount established by GSA 
under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA).  As reported above, GSA 
announced that the “minimal value” for purposes of the FGDA has increased to $480.  
Accordingly, the reasonable per day attendance fee for purposes of JER 3-211(a)(7) is 
now $927 (15.33%, the CPI increase) 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The purpose of this advisory is to disseminate relevant information 
and sources of general guidance, policy and law on Government Ethics issues to the 

Department of Defense ethics community.  Advisories are not intended to be and 
should not be cited as authoritative guidance, DoD policy, or law 

DoD Standards of Conduct Office 
http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics 

 

mailto:OSD.SOCO@MAIL.MIL
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/13/2023-05093/revision-to-foreign-gift-minimal-value
https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/policy/personal-property-policy-overview/special-programs/foreign-gifts
http://www.dod.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/
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Federal Register: Revision to Foreign Gift Minimal Value 
 

The Daily Journal of the United States Government 

Legal Status 

This site displays a prototype of a “Web 2.0” version of the daily Federal Register. It is 
not an official legal edition of the Federal Register, and does not replace the official print 
version or the official electronic version on GPO’s govinfo.gov.  

The documents posted on this site are XML renditions of published Federal Register 
documents. Each document posted on the site includes a link to the corresponding official 
PDF file on govinfo.gov. This prototype edition of the daily Federal Register on 
FederalRegister.gov will remain an unofficial informational resource until the 
Administrative Committee of the Federal Register (ACFR) issues a regulation granting it 
official legal status. For complete information about, and access to, our official 
publications and services, go to About the Federal Register on NARA's archives.gov.  

The OFR/GPO partnership is committed to presenting accurate and reliable regulatory 
information on FederalRegister.gov with the objective of establishing the XML-based 
Federal Register as an ACFR-sanctioned publication in the future. While every effort has 
been made to ensure that the material on FederalRegister.gov is accurately displayed, 
consistent with the official SGML-based PDF version on govinfo.gov, those relying on it 
for legal research should verify their results against an official edition of the Federal 
Register. Until the ACFR grants it official status, the XML rendition of the daily Federal 
Register on FederalRegister.gov does not provide legal notice to the public or judicial 
notice to the courts.  

Legal Status 

Notice  

Revision to Foreign Gift Minimal Value 

A Notice by the General Services Administration on 03/13/2023  

Document Details 

Information about this document as published in the Federal Register. 

Printed version: 
PDF  

Publication Date: 
03/13/2023  

Agency: 
General Services Administration  

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/about.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/agencies/general-services-administration
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/13
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-03-13/pdf/2023-05093.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/13
https://www.federalregister.gov/agencies/general-services-administration
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Dates: 
Applicability Date: January 1, 2023. 

Document Type: 
Notice 

Document Citation: 
88 FR 15398  

Page: 
15398-15399 (2 pages)  

Agency/Docket Numbers: 
Notice-MA-2023-01 
Docket No. 2023-0002 
Sequence No. 1 

Document Number: 
2023-05093 

Document Details 

Document Statistics 
Document page views are updated periodically throughout the day and are cumulative counts for this 
document. Counts are subject to sampling, reprocessing and revision (up or down) throughout the day. 
Page views: 

189 
as of 04/24/2023 at 4:15 pm EDT 

Document Statistics 

Enhanced Content 

Relevant information about this document from Regulations.gov provides additional 
context. This information is not part of the official Federal Register document. 

GSA General Notices - 2023 
GSA-GSA-2023-0002  

Enhanced Content 

Published Document 

This document has been published in the Federal Register. Use the PDF linked in the 
document sidebar for the official electronic format. 

Published Document 

Published Document 

This document has been published in the Federal Register. Use the PDF linked in the 
document sidebar for the official electronic format. 

AGENCY: 
Office of Government-wide Policy (OGP), General Services Administration (GSA). 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/GSA-GSA-2023-0002
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ACTION: 

Notice of GSA Bulletin FMR B-52, Foreign Gift and Decoration Minimal Value. 

SUMMARY: 

GSA, in consultation with the U.S. Department of State, must redefine the minimal value of foreign gift 
items to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the preceding 3-year period, as specified 
under the law concerning the Receipt and Disposition of Foreign Gifts and Decorations. The minimal value 
was last defined effective January 1, 2020, and must be redefined effective as of January 1, 2023. This 
bulletin cancels FMR Bulletin B-50, “Foreign Gift and Decoration Minimal Value,” issued March 10, 
2020, as this bulletin provides updated information on the same topic.  

DATES: 

Applicability Date: January 1, 2023.  

This notice applies to foreign gifts and decorations received on or after January 1, 2023. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

For clarification of content, contact Mr. William Garrett, Director, Personal Property Policy, Office of 
Government-wide Policy, Office of Asset and Transportation Management, at 202-368-8163, or by email at 
william.garrett@gsa.gov. Please cite Notice of GSA Bulletin FMR B-52.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Foreign gifts and decorations above the GSA-defined minimal value are handled differently than lesser-
valued foreign gifts and decorations under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 7342 and FMR 102-42. 

Foreign gifts and decorations above the minimal value become the property of the Federal Government and 
must be reported to GSA for disposal if not immediately needed by the agency for official purposes. 
Additionally, those items initially retained by the agencies for official use are reported to GSA upon 
termination of official use. 

The foreign gifts and decorations minimal value was last redefined effective January 1, 2020, at $415, and 
therefore, must be redefined as of January 1, 2023, to reflect the CPI increase of 15.33 percent for the 
preceding three years. 

Pursuant to FMR 102-42.10, the approved revised minimal value will be published in an FMR Bulletin 
posted on OGP's website ( www.gsa.gov/foreigngifts).  

Calculations using the consumer prices over the past three years show that the minimal value must increase 
15.33 percent from its current $415, which yields an amount of $478.62. As in previous years, GSA is 
rounding the amount to the nearest five dollar increments. 

mailto:william.garrett@gsa.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/5/7342
http://www.gsa.gov/foreigngifts
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Therefore, GSA is adjusting the new minimal value to $480.00. Per FMR 102-42.10, an agency may, by 
regulation, specify a lower value than this Government-wide value for its agency employees. 

FMR Bulletin 52 is available at https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/regulations/federal-management-
regulation/federal-management-regulation-fmr-related-files#PersonalPropertyManagement. 

Krystal J. Brumfield, 

Associate Administrator, Office of Government-wide Policy. 

[FR Doc. 2023-05093 Filed 3-10-23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6820-14-P 

https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/regulations/federal-management-regulation/federal-management-regulation-fmr-related-files#PersonalPropertyManagement
https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/regulations/federal-management-regulation/federal-management-regulation-fmr-related-files#PersonalPropertyManagement
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-05093
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Foreign Gifts 
Minimal Value for Foreign Gifts: $480.00 

Every three years, the GSA is required to revise this minimal value. 

Specifically, 5 U.S.C. 7432 requires the Administrator of General Services, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, to redefine every three years the 
definition for “minimal value” for a foreign gift, based on the changes in the 
consumer price index for the immediately preceding three years. The 
implementing regulation is 41 CFR 102-42, “Utilization, Donation, and Disposal of 
Foreign Gifts and Decorations.” The current minimal value of $480 was defined 
in Federal Management Regulation (FMR) Bulletin B-52 [PDF - 93 KB] Foreign 
Gift and Decoration Minimal Value, dated March 6, 2023. 

 
 

https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/GSA%20Signed%20-%20Bulletin%20B-52%20Foreign%20Gift%20Minimal%20Value_2023_0.pdf
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